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Story by JOL Robert Garnand

When new y sel ected Chiefs start
their initiation and training, one of
the first projects they are tasked with
i s maki ng t heir Charge Books.

Ininitiating its second group of
CPO sel ectees since it was conmm ssi oned
on August 15, 1998, USS BONHOMMVE R CHARD
(LHD6) is continuing atradition of the
way Char ge Books wi || be done onboard.

So what is the tradition?

Command Mast er Chi ef Ant hony Cal houn
said, “Last year the initiation commt-
tee provided guidance to the new CPO
sel ectees, as they did this year, in-
structing themto be creative and de-
vel op a Char ge Book t hat each coul d cher -
ish for the rest of their life. They
were instructed,” he continued, “to cre-
at e Char ge Books that fostered teambuil d-
i ng, cohesiveness, esprit de corps and
that they nust nake a conpl ete picture
when al | Char ge Books are pl aced si de by
side.”

“Last year’s group created Charge
Books t hat, when pl aced t oget her, forned
t he present USS BONHOMVE RI CHARD ( LHD
6),” said Cal houn. “This year’s group
deci ded on creating Charge Books that
formthe frigate BONHOMVE Rl CHARD whi ch
was commanded by Capt ai n John Paul Jones.”

Master-At-Arms Chief Andrew
Stringer, a newChief Petty Oficer, said
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CHARGE BOOKS GIVE NEW CHIEFS THE BI
PICTURE OF WHAT TEAMWORK MEANS

Thi s year’s new Chi ef Petty Officers onboard
USS BONHOWE RI CHARD (LHD 6) chose to nmake
t hei r Charge Books col l ectively formthe pic-
ture of the original USS BONHOWE Rl CHARD
conmanded by Captain John Paul JONES. 18
Sailors were sel ected to becone Chief Petty
Oficers. (Photo by PH3 Tinothy Conmerford).
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of the Charge Books, “Having all of the books jointo create
one thene i s the basis behind the whol e teameffort. Wt hout
one of us,” he went on to say, “the whole pictureis incom
plete. This way of doi ng Charge Books shows howwe all stand
and work together to fulfill the tine honored tradition of the
CPO comunity.”

Stringer said he carved t he books and put themt oget her
with the hel p of sone of the sel ectees whil e other sel ectees
wor ked on di fferent tasks for their CPOtraining.

“W all used our talents to take care of certain tasks to
get the job done as a whole,” Stringer said. “That’'s what
makes up a team”

“By just having a pi ece of the ship’s silhouette on each
Char ge Book,” said Master Chief Gerardo Fernando, “they have to be united and
apply teamwork.”

“Twenty-five years down the road,” said Cal houn, “these Chiefs will pick up
t hei r Char ge Books and see only a piece of the shipandit’s goingto forcethemto
remenber that there were other shipmates they were initiated with and that they
wor ked toget her as a team”

This year’s new Chief Petty O ficers are:

ABFC( AW Lawrence Warford; AGC(AW Dal e Mang; CTOC(SW G egory Hutton; CRTC(SW
Ral ph Lanbert; EMC(SW Joseph King; EMC(SW Larry Mnzon; ETC(SW Katy Gast;
FCC(SW Dal e Shel i nbarger; FCC(SW Theodore Wil er; HIC(SW Gary Long; | CC(SW
Robert Smth; MAC(SW Andrew Stringer; MSC(SW Eduardo Custudi o; MSC(SW Deni se
Hurst; MMO(SW Rob Kal | man; MMO(SW Buz Phil lips; RMJ(SW Tayl or Forester; RMJ SW
Todd G uchal | a.

Navy Achi evenent Medal Awar dees
for August Ammo Onl oad

AQL Dani el Keck
MV2 Pat er no Andaya
AT2 Qurti s Gandi
FQ Jef frey Rucker
AT2 R chard Smth
AR Henry SQungl ao
A Sar ah Dekar ske
AS3 Aurel i o Gayt an
AT3 Quent on Goul d
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GERALD R. FORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL VISITS

Story by JOCS(SW Janes A. Jackson, 111

USS BONHOMMVE R CHARD (LHD-6), the Navy’ s newest Anphi bi ous Assaul t ship, and el enents
of the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit, hosted Gerald R Ford El enentary School on board
recently. As apart of the triangul ar adoption between the Aty of Indian Veélls, USSBONHOWE
R CHARD LHD 6 and Geral d R Ford H ement ary School nore than 150 students and t eachers cane
on board for their first visit and orientation on the “Revol utionary Gator.”

Through the Navy’ s Partnership in Educati on Program the ship’'s crewintroduced st u-
dents t o anphi bi ous warfare of the 21st Century. This was t he second stage of a conti nuous
wor ki ng rel ati onshi p between the three participants. InJuly the Gty of Indian Wlls
presented the ship a procl amationinrecognitionof itswllingness to participatein sucha
programconsi deri ng t he di st ance bet ween t he shi p and t he school .

The students were given an i n-depth tour of the shipincludingthe ship’ s state of the
art conbat information center, helicopter direction center, | anding force operati on coomand
center, newyinstalledsatellite televisionstudioand other state of the art equi pnent.

The day’ s event ki cked off with students and crewrenbers paying tributeto MA s and
PON's in a cerenmony on the ship’s flight deck. As newcrewrenbers, each student was gi ven a
USS BONHOWME R CHARD command bal | cap.

The ship’s creww || al so recogni ze students of the quarter during the fall and spring
semesters, and Sailors will nentor students i n academ c fundanmentals. Wiile the shipis at
sea, | anguage and witing skills will be advanced with the exchange of |etters and e-nai |
bet ween st udent s and cr ewnenber s.

Wth nore than 1600 Mari nes fromthe 15t h MEU enbar ked, students were al so gi ven an
opportunity to vi ewequi pnent used by t he mari nes.

Under t he command of Captain Dougl as W Keith, the ship has a crewof 66 (fficers, 68
Chief Petty Oficers and 931 enlisted personnel . USS BONHOMME R CHARD (LHD-6) i s the sixth
ship to be comm ssioned intothe WASP (LHD-1) d ass of U S. Navy | arge-deck, nulti-purpose
anphi bi ous assault ships. Built by Ingalls Shipbuilding, adivisionof LittonIndustriesin
Pascagoul a, M ssissippi, she is capabl e of anphi bi ous assault, as wel |l as non-conbat ant
evacuat i on and ot her hunmani tari an m ssi ons t hat have becone a critical part of the nodern
Navy’ s m ssi on.

The shi p can enbark, transport, depl oy, comrand and ful | y support a Mari ne Expedi ti on-
ary Unit (MEU) of 2,000 Marines. It can carry a squadron of AV-8B Harrier Il jets, as wel |
as a full range of Navy/ Marine Corps helicopters including CH 46 Sea Kni ght, CH 53E Super
Stallion, AH 1WSuper Cobra and anphi bi ous vehicles. In addition, the ship carries Landi ng
Caft Air Qushion (LCACs) that can “fly” out of the dry well deck as part of an anphi bi ous
assaul t.

Second in size only to super carriers, USS BONHOMME R CHARD has |iving area for nearly
3, 200 crewnenber s and enbar ked t r oops, i ncl udi ng accommodati ons for nearly 230 fenal e
of ficers, chiefs, and enli sted personnel. The 40,500 ton ship has state-of-the art nmedi cal
facilities, including six operatingroons, two dental X-ray roons, an 18-bed I Cunit and a
600- bed hospital. USS BONHOWE RICHARD wi I | be the primary troop carrier and aircraft
platformin athree ship Arphi bi ous Ready G oup (ARG . In addition to carrying the conbat
forces and t he Task Force Comrander, the Comrander of the Amphi bi ous Squadron and their
staf fs can al so be enbar ked aboar d BONHOME R CHARD.
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JUSTANOTHER DAY AT THE BEACH

Story by SSgt. denn Holloway, 15th
MEU PA Chi ef

Intheir berthing areas inthe belly
of the ship, entonbed by steel walls,
floors and ceilings, the Mari nes of the
15th Marine Expeditionary Unit await their
orders for the follow ng day’s mecha-
ni zed raid.

Staff nonconm ssi oned officers, a
congl onerate fromthe vari ous MEU as-
sets, sit at atable, playing spades and
wat chi ng The Conedy Channel. Conver sa-
tions run the gamut fromfamly and fri ends
to world events. The laughter is |oud
and plentiful. Anything to keep away
t he boredomwhil e they wait.

The fun st ops when t he conpany gunny
wal ks in. The cards are put away and t he
grinning, idiotic face on the TV di sap-
pears.

Not ebooks and pens magi cal ly ap-
pear in every hand. QGunny has the word
for the first m ssion of the MEU s Com
posi te Trai ni ng Underway Exerci se —t he
first no-hol ds-barred training period of
its workups with the Bonhomre Ri chard
Anphi bi ous Ready G oup.

Over a spread out “Canp Pendl et on
Speci al ” map, SNCOs from3rd Assault Am
phi bi an Battalion trace the primary and
alternate routes to the objective. Gid
coordi nates are thrown out and pl ott ed.
The objectiverally point is identified.
Target assignnents are given to the nor-
tar section chief of Wapons Conpany,
Battal i on Landing Team1/4. He breaks
out his plotting board and begi ns fi gur-
ing out the range and direction to the
targets. Details, details, details ...

The next norning, fromthe wonb of
t he Denver, gators energe. Each of the
26-ton anphi bs carries a |l oad of conbat -
| aden grunts.

The Marines of 1st Squad, 3rd Pl a-
toon, led by Sgt. GQuy Seaman, 21, of

See ANOTHER DAY AT THE BEACH page 5

Phot os are Marines fromB. Co., BLT 1/4 rush-
ing toward their objective and then return-
ing to awaiting assault anphibian vehicles
from 3rd AAV Bn., during 15th MEU s recent
COWPTUEX. (Photos by SSgt. d enn Hol | ovay) .
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Dal | as —al | nenbers of B Conpany, BLT 1/4 —adj ust and wait as their 3rd Secti on,
3rd Pl atoon driver, PFC Paul Lopez, 25, MAlIlen, Texas, nmani pul ates the assault
vehi cl e through the swells. They rock and roll in the water, heading toward t he
beach. The i nky bl ackness inside the track, the snell of diesel, and the pitching
and rol ling make a few stomachs turn - no one |l oses it.

They aren’t newat this. Infact, nost of the Marines in the assault section
have been together for nore than two years, said section |eader Sgt. Carl os
Ledesma, 23, Stockton, Calif. They know each ot her and are a shi ni ng exanpl e of
how “ cohesi on” shoul d work. They all knowthe mssion, and all knowtheir rolein
t hat m ssion.

At the objective, thetrack comestoahalt. Theranpis |loweredandin|less
time than it takes to score on the back of a bucking bull, the Marines are out and
i n positions.

The eneny, a group of about 30 rouge rebels fromthe country of “Russet,”
lies ahead along the lip of a small canyon. They are fast and nobile. They are a
threat to the nearby village, al so known as 25 Area Conbat Town.

Wi | e t he assault section bears down on the eneny position, another group of
trackers and grunts bl ocks the rebels fromentering the vill age.

The attack is fast and furious. Wth fire and maneuver, the assault section
t akes away al |l chances of the eneny’ s escape. They are neutralized —either dead
or captured —no |l onger a threat to anyone. Al npbst as soon as it starts, it is
over. The fire teans leap-frog their way back to the waiting tracks. The
retrograde to the ship begins. Theraidis a success.

Success neans different things at different |levels, Ledesma said. His
section’ s performance i s his reward.

“Everything went snooth, fromthe well-deck to the nonent of execution.
Everything was right ontine ... ny sectionis squared away. Fromthe junior man
tothe senior, ny Marines are all wired.”

Assault Section Marines attack a
group of rebels fromthe country of
“Russet” in fireteamrushes. This
m ssi on was one of the first m s-
sions of the 15th MEU s Conposite
Trai ni ng Uhderwvay Exerci se held in
conj unction with the BONHOWE R -
CHARD Anphi bi ous Ready G oup.
(Phot o by SSgt. d enn Hol | ovay) .




FIREMAN AND HOSPITALMAN EARN ESWS PINS

Story by JOl Robert Garnand

Earning an Enl i sted Warfare desi g-
nationis abigtask inany Sailor’s
career. Two juni or BO\HOME R CGHARD Sai | -
ors have made a head start by earning
their Enlisted Surface Vrfare Speci al -
I st (ESWB) designations earlyintheir
Navy car eers.

Hospi t al mran Janes Abeyta of Mra,
N.M and Fi reman Jason Gray of Gary,

Ind. are those two junior Sailors.

Abeyt a sai d what nade hi mwant to
get ESWs qual i fied was because, “It’s a
good way to get knowthe ship and t he
different jobs taking pl ace on the ship.”

For Gray, getting ESW5 qual ified
was for advancenent in the future. He
alsosaid, “I wasinterestedin|earning

Enl i sted Surface Warfare Speci al i st
Fi reman Jason Gray at work in the Aft
Mai n Machi nery Room (Photo by PH3
Ti not hy Conerford).

about the ship and all that goes on
onboard. ”

Bot h Sai | ors sai d nuner ous peopl e
on t he shi p hel ped t hemwhi | e t hey wor ked
ontheir ESW6 qualifications.

In particular, Abeyta credited
Dent al Techni ci an Second A ass Mari o
Q ozco. “He woul d qui z ne on di fferent
ESWS t opi cs and he hel ped ne prepare
for the qualification board.”

G ay sai d studyi ngwth Machinist’s
Mate First d ass Leo Andrade and Abeyt a
hel ped himout alot. Healsosaid, “M
di vi si on gave ne t he opportuni ty during
wor ki ng hours to go wat ch the different
evol utions | needed to have to get ESW6
qualified.” Inaddition, he credited
Machi nist’ s Mate Chi ef Robert Johnson,
Machinist’s Mate First C ass Keith
Orawf ord and Boi | er Techni ci an Fir st
dass Brian Martin for “their support
and encour agenent . ”

As of now, both Sailors are pl an-
ni ng on nmaki ng t he Navy a career and
al ready have sone goal s i n m nd.

“Morethan likely Il make the
Navy a career,” Abeyta said. “M goal
I s to nake Master Chief.”

Gaysaid, “I’'minterestedin naki ng
the Navy a career. R ght now|’ mwork-
ing inthe Machinist’s Mate rati ng and
| just took the test for Petty Cificer
Third 4 ass.

“Worki ng as a Machinist’s Mate
i nvol ves a |l ot of hands on work on equi p-
nent and that’ s what | |ike,” Gay said.
“M/yDadisinthe steel mll industry
and they work i n anindustrial environ-
ment and that’s alot Iike what the
Machinist’s Mate jobis |ike,” he added.

See JUNI OR SAI LORS EARN ESWS Page 7
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The next step for these junior Sailors
I's becomng Petty Cficers and | eaders
for the Navy i nto the 215t Century.

Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist
Hospi t al man Janes Abeyta works on fill -
ing a prescription at USS BONHOWE
R CHARD s Pharnacy. (Photo by PHAN Scott
ébb) .

BONHOMME RICHARD GETS FIRST UNIT AWARD

Story by JOCS(SW James A. Jackson, |11 and Photo by PHAN Scott Wbb

The Navy’ s newest anphi bi ous warshi p has earned anot her first by recently
Wi nni ng t he annual Wellness Unit Anard the (G een “H'). The “Green H' recogni zes
commands t hat pronotes health and fitness of active duty sailors in the Naval
Surface Force. AGeen “H wll be promnently painted on the ship’ s bridge w ng.

The command’ s nedi cal prograns related to wel | ness such as safety, preven-
tive nedicine, injury prevention, physical fitness/exercise prograns, and t obacco
cessation programare sone areas covered under the Annual Wl | ness Unit Award.

The citation reads in part, “You are to be commended for the outstanding
initiative that you have devel oped to i nprove t he heal th wel | ness of your comrand.
Conmand di rected physical training three tinmes a week and the strong stance t hat
you have t aken regardi ng t obacco cessati on are exanpl es of how heal th pronoti on
can have a direct inpact on command r eadi ness”.

Only in comm ssion for one year the ship s nedi cal departnent has taken a
very pro- active approach to providing health care to the nore one thousand
sail ors who serve onboard and t he 2,500 nmari nes who enbar k USS BONHOMVE RI CHARD
for maj or exercises and depl oynents.

HMCS( FM-/ SCW Don Par ker, LCPOfor the medical department said “Qur prinmary
purpose is to provide safe and optinmal care for all of our patients, totreat all
patients and staff with dignity and respect. Shipboard|life is very chall enging
however we try to nmaintain a safe and therapeutic environnment for both patients
and staff. We alsotry to ensure t he mai ntenance of an effici ent worki ng medi cal
department for personnel assignedtomlitary sick call and to use pati ent cont act

See SH P EARNS FI RST GREEN “H’ AWARD on Page 8
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SH P EARNS FI RST GREEN “H AWARD conti nued from Page 8

representative in handling all perceived
and/ or actual probl ens encountered by
patients seenin our facility.”

According to Seni or Chief Parker
the entire medical departnent played a
role in hel ping the command earn the
Geen ‘H. LT Stacie Daniels was the
overal | coordinator of the program and
along with nyself, attended several
sem nars that we used to |l ay the ground
wor k for our programon USS BONHOMVE
RI CHARD, ” he sai d.

Usi ng nmedi cal surveys provi ded by
the crew, the nedical departnment put
t oget her a conpr ehensi ve heal t h pr ono-
tion program that included several elenents: Traditional Health Pronoti on nutri -
tion, physical fitness and sports, tobacco use prevention and cessation, stress
managenent, back fitness, wei ght managenent and al cohol and drug abuse preventi on;
Heal th Protection environnental and occupational health, and injury control;
Preventi ve Servi ces wonen’s and nen’ s heal th, inmmuni zati ons, back fitness, chol es-
terol and hypertension screening and control, cancer prevention and nental and
spiritual health.

“We are very excited about winning this award”, said Senior Chief Parker
“however, we are | ooking at wwnning it again next year. Townit tw yearsin a
row woul d be a good i ndication that the crewis really on board with the program”

TELEVISION AND RADIO DIRECT TO SAILOR

Story by JOCS(SW Janes A Jackson, 111

Duri ng BONHOMWE RI CHARD s recent
t hree nont h PSA several new systemi n-
stal l ati ons occurred. One of the maj or
ones was Direct To Sail or Tel evi si on and
Radi o (TV-DTS).

Direct To Sailor televisionis a
dual satellite dish systemthat gives
BONHOVWME RICHARD the ability to receive
l'ive tel evision underway. SATNET pro-
grammng w I | be a thing of the past. No
[ onger will the Super Bow be aired three
weeks after the office pool w nner has
col | ected hi s wi nni ngs.

O course, with all good things
cone sone | imtations. The TV-DIS sys-
temonly has two satellite receivers.
Regar dl ess of how many |ive prograns
are avail able, only two can be aired at
atine.

Despi t e what one m ght have heard,
addi ng addi ti onal channel s woul d be ex-
tremely expensive to the command and
woul d only be useful whil e operating off
t he coast of Southern California. For ex-

See TV-DTS on Page 9



BONHOMME RICHARD’S ALMANAC

September 30, 1999 Page 9

TV- DTS conti nued fromPage 8

anpl e, the Boei ng ant enna systemi s desi gned
to receive the signal fromD rect Broadcast
Satellite such as those used for Drect TV. As
such, the antenna operates only in the KU
Band. Thereis currently no KUBand satellite
t el evi si on servi ce over the ocean regi ons,
and accordi ngly this antenna woul d not re-
ceive programmng i n the I ndi an, Pacific and
Atlantic Gcean regi ons. These regi ons ar e spe-
cifically serviced by TV-DIS, using t he CBand.

The per-systemcost i s approxi mately
$500K, as conpared to TV-DIS ant ennas at ap-
proxi mat el y $35K.  The TV-DIS systemi s cur -
rently the only systemthat will allowship' s
at seatoreceive alive global signal.

HowD rect to Sailor (TV-DIS) works. A
br oadcast signal originating fromthe Armed
For ces Radi o and Tel evi si on Servi ce- Br oadcast
Center (AFRTS-BO), March Air Force Base, R v-
erside, Calif., is beaned up to t hree conmer -
cial satellites positioned around the gl obe.
One floating i n space over the Pacific, one
over the Atl antic and one over the Indian
ocean. Aslong as ashipisat seawthinthe
signal’s “foot-print,” they can pick up the
signal viasatellite receiver and distribute
it through the ship s Shipboard I nfornation,
Training and Entertai nment (SI TE) systemto
the TV s onboar d.

What TV- DTS provi des. TV-DIS provi des
timely news, information and entertai nment to
the fl eet through two TV channel s: AFRTS News/
sports channel and AFND rect to Sailors, a
nodi fi ed versi on of Arned Forces Network. It
al so provi des two audi o channel s, and on BHR
t he radi o channel s are | ocated at 99. 1 and
102. 1.

I n addi tion, BHR al so broadcasts two
addi ti onal audi o channel s fromits 2368/ radi o
recei ver s whi ch can be heard on FMchannel s 92
and 94.

Aprint data channel also is included
which al lows the shiptoreceivetinely trans-
m ssi on of public affairs products such as the
Qurrent News Early Bird, Navy Wre Servi ce,
Stars and Stripes and the New Yor k Ti nes Fax.
These entire features can been read dai ly on
the ship’s sharedriveintheearly bird fol der.
The New York Tinmes Fax will be printed and

di stri but ed t hroughout ship on a daily basis
when t he shi p i s underway.

Here’ s a qui ck | ook at sone of the
nany shows avai | abl e fromTV- DI'S pr ogr amm ng
on bot h channel s 3 & 4. The News/ Sports Chan-
nel : Live Sports, Good Morning Aneri ca,
Sportscenter, 48 Hours, Dateline, 20/ 20, ESPN
& ESPN2. AFN-Direct to Sailor: Qorah Wnfrey,
Star Trek: Deep Space 9, Wheel O Fortune,
Today, WW Superstars, Hone | nprovenent, Mad
About You, Drew Carey, Frasier, 20/20, To-
ni ght Showw th Jay Leno, Saturday N gh Live
and Late N ght with David Letternan.

TV-DISis aquality-of-lifeinitia-
tivethat wll change the way Sailors |iving
aboar d shi p get news and i nfor nati on.

MAQU SW Andrew Stringer presented Ms. Joyce
Mirtha, the ship’s sponsor, with a time cap-

sule. The tine capsul e cont ai ned vari ous
itens fromthe ship’s crew. (Photo by PHAN
Scott \ébb).



